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CONDITION OF T H E 
MASSES. 

INDUSTRIAL 

The present fiscal policy or the government 
has stimulated speculation and the credit sys­
tem and thus produced an external show of 
great prosperity. We question, however, 
whether the condition of the industrial masses 
has improved with the expansion of business 
and the growth of great enterprises. Some 
statistics lately published by ex-Commissioner 
Wells tend to prove, indeed, that the reverse 
is true, and that the same amount of labor 
brings now a poorer living for the working-
man and his family than ever before. If this 
be true, in spite of the unpreoedentedly rapid 
development of the fresh natural resources of 
the country, it must indicate something radi­
cally wrong in our financial system. 

Among othor tests applied by Mr. Wolls to 
ascertain the actual condition of the masses Is 
a comparison of the consumption of necessary 
articles in the country, such as fmgar, cotton 
cloth, boots and shoes, &c Tho well to do of 
the community, cf course, do not economize 
in tbodo articles, and any falling off in the 
amuuuts consumed must prove au enforced 
economy ou the part of the poorer classes. 
Now Mr. Wells gives the oflloial figures to 
show that the total consumption of domestic 
sugar in the country In 1860 was 118,831 tons, 
while iu 1870, with 10,000,000 more population 
it was only 40,800 tons; that the product of 
maple sugar has decreased from 28,000 tons 
in 1800, to 23,000 tons in 1870; that in the 
consumption of foreign sugar there has been a 
d e c r e e of one and a half pounds per capita. 
since 18G0; and that in the total consumption 
of 6ugar of all kinds, there has beeu a fulling 
off of seven and a half pounds per head. The 
consumption of coffee shows a similar decrease; 
wo consumed less coflee in 1870 thau we did 
iu 18G0, although wo had 10,000,000 more of 
population in the former year than in the lat­
ter, and although the 1.000,000 negroes, being 
no longer slaves, may be considered as an ad­
dition to tho number of consumers since 18G0. 

On tho subject of consumption of cotton 
cloth, auother accurate gauge of the condition 
of the masses of the people, the ex-commis­
sioner given the following brief statement, 
which tells its own btory; 
1N"»(5 00— Domestic consumption, 1178,0-13 bales; 

averagegroB» weight per bale, 4M llw; 
uop.Untlon, 30,000,01)0. 

ISO'J 'lO—Dnnieailc consumption, SKi.lflO bales; 
average groe» weight per bale, ltili lbs; 
population, 1S70, 88,5DJ,0H;J. 

This shows a decrease of consumption from 
fifteen and two-thirds pounds par capita, in 
1HG0, to twelve pounds in 1870. The statistics 
of exportation prove, at the same time, that 
our exports of cotton manufactures have 
iallen from $10,934,790 iu 1859-00 to $3,557,-
136 in 1871. 

The consumption of boots and shoe.*, per 
head, has decreased with tho consumption cf 
sugar, coffee and cotton cloth. One reason for 
this is, that the price of these articles is much 
higher than iu 1800; another is, that the abil­
ity of the masses to buy them is smaller. The 
price of boots and shoes now is thirty per 
cent higher than it was in 18G0, and this, not­
withstanding the fact that, by the improve­
ment of machinery, tho capacity of manual 
labor in the making of boots and shoes has 
been increased twenty-five per cent, in the 
same time. 

GRANT ON THE Kl'-KLDX, 

New York; and from the day of its passage to 
the present time it has been known as "the 
Slillwell act."' 

Under it a great many unfortunates have 
been brought to grief, although thousands of 
debtors have been relieved. The general prin­
ciple of the law has been beneQcient and in 
accord with the tendency of our civilization; 
and in fact the so-called "Stillwell act" has 
been a great blessing. Still it has not been all 
that the friends of the reform wished. There 
have been a great many who desired to see 
the restrictions of the "Stillwell act" removed; 
and not a few who advocated the abolition of 
all laws for tho collection of debt, leaving the 
creditor to the sole protection of honor for his 
safety. 

Last week Senator Woodin presented a me­
morial from the same Silas M. Stillwell, who 
in 1831 procured tho enactment of the "Act 
to aWoiibh imprisonment for debt," asking for 
the passage of n law declaring that " no per­
son shall be nrrc3ted or imprisoned on any 
civil process issuing out of- any of the courts 
of this state." He gives a very interesting 
sketch of the difficulties which he encountered 
in getting his origiual act passed, and of tho 
progress which has sinoe been mado iu regard 
to debtors, and concludes by saying that if the 
law asked by him shall be passed, his u task 
will bo finished." Wo hope he may be 
gratified. 
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CLUES TO UnANTI8.1I. 

Among tho many clues to the secret-of the 
apparent success of the '< office holdcsr' meet­
ing " in New York, last week, Heavy Clews 
seems to bo the greatest. Ho is a Wull street 
bauker; he is the heud of the firm chosen to 
succeed tho Bariugs; he will make millions 
out of the government by that relation; he 
was fifth in the list of subscribers to the $105,. 
000 bribe to tho president in tho shape oi u 
now house iu Washington; ho was the indi­
vidual who touk the circulars to tho New 
York post otlleo which were distributed with­
out being stamped; and, finally Lo was the 
man who furnished twenty clerks out of his 
office to act tu secretaries of the Cooper Insti­
tute meetiug. There were but fifty-nine sec­
retaries altogether, and of those twenty were 
clerks in the Clews' office! Precisely who 
Clews is, aud what were tho impulses of his 
Giantism, is thus told by tho New York Wot Id: 

Henry Clews. Who id he/ He lu the ngent of tho 
state department In London for tho reception nnd dis­
bursement of public money expended for fotcign in-
tcrcourne. Tho country lemembcrri that, for many, 
many years previous to the advent of the administra­
tion of (icueral (.raut, the vtell kuoxvu banking house 
in London of Messrs Baring I trot herd una tho llnan-
cial a^enl of tho tnitcd huttcs. During the whole long 
period, and especially throughout tho war, they dls 
charged these service* with td^unl Udelity aud con-
bclenUoiifnes*. Tlte long and short of the hiiidueys 
was that the United State* nruje It -* deposit a and kept 
its uocount with that banking uoueo. Most honoiable 
merchants or bankers would blmuk lrom policltiug u 
customer and depositor ot a ncighborin" merchant or 
banker to wit lull aw his deposits from the latter; but 
not thus reasoned or Iclt Air. Clews in respect to Bar 
lng Brothers. The thin odge of the wedge wa3hr«t 
Inserted through the influence of Jay Cooke, whoso in­
termediaries w ero Secretary Hoboson and Governor 
Cooke, of the District of Columbia. F lm, the doposltd 
of the navy dopurtnient were taken from Bariimd' and 
given to Cooke's house In Loudon. Soon after, by 
order of Grant, followed tho account* of the t-tate de 

Imrtmout, which were transferred to tho house of 
;icws iu London. This expluiim the zeal of this pur-

son In the recent meeting, and also the other curl 
ou* Inoidcut moutloued by tho Tribune, that " o u t of 
" tho ilfty nine secretaries of the meeting every single 
" man of the tint twenty Is a clerk in Air. Clews' 
" bank." 

C1VI1. SERVICE R E F O R M . 

Almost immediately after the war was over, 
President Johnson dispatched General Grant 
to the south with instructions to feel the 
pulse of the people and report. lie come 
back saying that they were prepared to "ac­
cept the situation/' and that the policy of re­
construction which Mr. Jobuson had under­
taken to carry out would be acceptable. A 
few short months thereafter we find Mr. Grant 
an advocate of the plan of military reconstruc­
tion, subsequently adopted in the inner coun­
cils of republicanism, aud, later, we find him 
engaged in carrying it into practical operation. 

Seven years have passed since then, three 
of them under Grant's personal supervision. 
Under such circumstances it might reasonably 
be taken for granted that the condition of 
afluirs at the south had so far mended 4hat 
conciliation was practicable. Seven years is 
long enough—we should suppose—to adjust 
the pacification which, in 18G5, was so rapidly 
to be effected. It seems, however, that the 
feeling which Grant then reported to exist at 
the south has, through some strange manip­
ulation, been materially changed, for 
on Friday la?t he finds occasion to 
send to congress a message on the " condition 
of the south'' which presents a strange con­
trast with the report elicited by President 
Johnson. In his later utterance Grant informs 
congress that, in South Carolina, a most hor­
rible state ot things exists, so far as ku-klux is 
concerned. The idea suggests itself, at once, 
that Mr. Grant must have been wrong then, or 
that he is wrong now. Either Mr. Sumner 
must have been right when he characterised 
Grant's report as a " whitewashing affair,*' or 
the president's message, just made to congress, 
it a miserable expedient of partisanship, for 
we find him now solemnly assuring that body 
that tho wildest disorders prevail in the Pal­
metto State. 

In common with a great many readers, we 
cannot resist the conclusion that President 
Grant stultified himself iu his last message, 
aud that it is simply intended as a justification 
of such extreme partisan measures as may be 
thought advisable in the coming canvass. If 
hit words, uttered immediately after the war, 
were true, as we believe them to have bean, 
his lato words must be false, or his adminis­
tration has been a failure. Grant and his 
friends may take either horn of the dilemma 
which they choose, but they must take one or 
the other. Either he was a liar in 1805, or he 
It a most egregious failure in 1872. 

T H E IT1LLWELL ACT. 
On tbe 26th ot April, 1831, an act was 

passed by the legislature of tho state of New 
York, entitled, " An tot to abolish imprison­
ment for debt and to punish fraudulent debt­
ors." It was a grand reform in the previously 
existing code for the collection of debts, for It 
started off « u B tho provision that •«hereafter 
Imprisonment for debt it abolished." It went 
on to provide, however, that for oertain acta, 
which were held to be indicia ot fraud, debt­
ors might be imprisoned. The act la question 
waa strenuously advocated, and its passage 
secured by Silas M. Stillwell, of the city of 

Representative Blair, of Michigan, gave a 
very good Illustration, tho other day, of the 
dilferonce between the professions and prac­
tice of the administration iu regard to civil 
BOrvico reform. Iu his last message to con­
gress President Graut said: " It has been the 
aim ot the administration to enforce honesty 
and efficientcy in all the public offices."' Com­
menting upon this Mr. Blair said: 

" It is s case of good Intentions boyotid all qnestton, 
but the excellent "u.m" of the administration booms to 
have reunited, llko that of the very notable portion who 
' bent Ills bow to choot a crow, but killed a cat in the 
window." Tho administration is uol in tho leact to 
blame. It took go id aim, and. If It did not hit the 
mark, somebody interfered with the gun and made It 
shoot wild. Thero need*, and must bo a vigorous 
overhauling or the whole *ytt«m without any regard to 
the lamentations of thone political charlatans who tell 
us nothing In required but to keep turning out enemies 
and putt lug In lrienda of the administration. It is no 
doubt a very heavenly minded administration.but it has 
a few friends, of tho Lcet and Blocking pattern, that it 
will bo desirable to turn into enemies aa rapidly as 
possible. Lot us have the cKU service temple cleared 
lor once of tho money changer*, and those that sell 
doves there, with the ' ecourgu of small cords,' after tho 
fashion taught UH 1,800 years ago. 1 am not particular­
ly hopeful of this at present, but perhaps we may do 
something after the elections, lately it has beeu pulil 
that the roles have bcon suspended as inconvenient. 
It Is to be presumed that they will always pro\ e "iucon 
veuient " to thoso who believe iu tlte doctrine of polit­
ical spoils. Any reform will be inconvenient to thoso 
who are In hot pureult ol gnat prize* in tho lottery. 
They will bo unwilling to watt even for the slow mo­
tions of tho boards, that will be sure to do their bidding 
In the end, 

THE DODOES DODU1NU, 
Eorrons OF Tim CouniKit: I find the fol­

lowing in the Associated Press dispatches 
from New York, published iu the Commercial 
of Saturday: 

Tho William K. Dodgo who presided over the late 
republican meeting at Coopor Institute, Is not the man 
ofslmllar name who was before tho custom house com­
mittee some time ago. 

On page 36, of Senator Patterson's report, 
will be found Wm. E. Dodge, Jr.'s, testimony 
to the utter corruption of the New York cus­
tom house management, and on page 45 will 
also be found the similar testimony of William 
E. Dodge, the identical person who presided 
at the above meeting. A perusal of the tes­
timony ot both the Dodges will be found very 
Interesting in these times ot sudden conver­
sions. My conversion from Grantism to liber­
alism boa been slow, gradual, but sure. It al­
most excites a smile to hear men predict that 
the great preaonMaker will have a largely in­
creased vote in Erie county. I know hundreds 
who do not think so. They keep still now, but 
will speak in due time. P. 

R E - A P P O n T I O M » l l N ' r . 

Eastman and Pension Agent Blakely declare 
their intention to follow Collector Raster's 
lead and resign immediately. They do it in 
order to assume a position of independence for 
the campaign. How they do it is told by the 
Herald's correspondent: "They get their dep­
uties appointed to the posts, on condition of 
sharing the spoils. Next April, if Grant shall 
be elected, the present cosy arrangement 
wilî be renewed, the proxies again becoming 
deputies." 

—In his recent speech in Chicago, Colonel 
Fred, llecker fired hot shot into the office-
holding faction. uWherever,*' he said, "there 
is any corrupt man or swindler in Kansas, 
Nebraska, Louisiana, or elsewhere, he creeps 
behind the party and shouts 'I am a republi­
can 1 hurrah for Grant!' If thero is a man who 
loves his country and its government and is 
sincerely for reform, but does not run bliudly 
at tho party whip, and does not find every­
thing connected wilh the powers that be, 
noble, sublime and admirable, then he is a 
'bolter,' ond his only motive* are hatred 
against Gen. Grant. As if the republic wero 
a domain of ihe Grant family! Always, only 
Grant. Grant boforel Grant behind 1 Grant 
above 1 and Grant below !" 

—The poet of the Louisville Ledger must 
have had a glimpse of ono of the southern 
carpet-bug legislatures before writing the fol­
lowing lines: 

What constitutes a statef 
A governor at the head 
Wull paid, well fed I 
And llftceu dozen legislators, 
All great" inflators ;T' 
A lot of la/.y loafers, 
To lounge on sofas, 
Throughout the winter; 
A public printer; 
An army storo-keopcr, 
A nodding door-keeper; 
A hundred parasites 
Aud blatherskites, 
lu broadcloth coats 
And red cravats. 
With a good spiinklliig 
Of black hats. \ 

—The assistant postmaster at Washington is 
a notations scoundrel who was formerly a tool 
of Georgia's outlaw governor, Bullock. This 
man, whose name is Porter, when congress 
had under its consideration the reconstruction 
of Georgia in 4870, approached Judge Hughes 
and others wilh a bribe of $10,000 for tho voto 
of Senator Carpenter. Messrs. Trumbull, Ed­
munds. Colliding,-Carpenter, Thurman, Stew­
art unci Rice, comroaiog the judiciary com. 
mil too, expressly charged this Crime upon 
him iu their report, and after much equivoca­
tion, he ttddiitted it. The means were baco 
enough, but the object was baser' still; aud 
the bribe he oilbred consisted of Uic bonds of 
the Albany und New Brunswick railroad, which 
his dishonest muster had defrauded of hundreds 
of thousands of dollar--. Being thus pub'icly 
denounced and bluzoucd us a criminal, his 
wounded feelings are healed by an appoint­
ment to the nio.st itnpoitnut position in the 
Washington post-office. 

m> 
ON* Fridny the senate committee on com­

merce gave audience to a delegation of steam­
boat owner?, pilots ami boiler plate manufac­
turers, iu opposition lo the steamboat law. 
Among them we notice tho names of Thomas 
Sherlock, of Cincinnati; E. L. Folger and 
Captain Andrews, of Baltimore; C. W. Cope-
land, New York; John Allen, Jr., of "Buffalo; 
S- I«. Fisher and Captain Bedard, St. Louis; 
J. G. Whiting, Detroit; and Captain J. P. 
Coyle, of Portland. The object in visiting 
the committee was to secure amendments to 
the steamboat bill, which, in their opinion, 
would be better for them aud also as sare for 
tbo community. Tho principal speakers were 
plate boiler manufacturers. They complain 
that they are discriminated agalnBt in the bill 
as it passed the house, and argued that the 
penalties attached to them for any explosion 
of a boiler are too heavy, and that the steam­
boat men who have the charge of the boilers, 
aud who in a great measure should be respons­
ible for their keeping, are not liable. Be­
yond hearing the delegation, no action was 
taken by the committee. 

A ntiVATK dispatch from Albany informs us 
thut Governor Hoffman will probably decide 
to-day with reference to the new Buffalo police 
bill. Let the crowd of expectant faithful 
possess their souls a littlo while longer. 

FROM NEW lOttli. 

We understand that the assembly committee 
on re-apportionment of congressional districts 
have reported in favor of setting off seven of 
the north towns of Erie county to bo added to 
the twenty-eighth district. 

POLITICAL NOTKS. 

—The Cincinnati Enquirer says the name of 
the secretary of the knave-y should be printed 
Rob-eson—with the "divide on the rob." 

—It should be worth a good deal to the lib­
eral movement fw^ave Capt. £. B. Ward, of 
Detroit, publicly deny that be is in sympathy 
with it. 

—'• A leading German Republican" of Cin­
cinnati aays that Mr. Charles Francis Adams, 
It nominated tor president, " would beat Gen­
eral Grant from 8,000 to 10,Opo votes in Ham­
ilton county—that the German population 
would auppori aim almost en MOMS." 

—There it a mania for resignation among 
the federal officials at Chicago. Postmaster 

The Hopeless Corruption of Legisla­
tion—Vaitderbllt l u Tweed's Place at 
Albany-I l l s "Carte Blanche" for tbe 
Use of the City—Impoachmout of toe 
Judges—The Brooklyn Bridge flives* 
l igation. 

From o*ur Own Correspondent 
NEW YoitK, April £0, 187*. 

The hundred days at Albany have given 
ample proof that the hydra of corruption has 
vitality enough t) sprout a cluster of new heads 
for evory one the reform uprising cut off last 
full, llow to cauterize the stumps and stop 
tbo villainous crop is the great political prob­
lem of modern times. The republican majority 
in the present legislature has had an extra trial 
of its virtue (assuming, for the sake of the 
figure, that it has any virtue) in the circum­
stance that in addition to the regular individ­
ual temptations that tickle the palm of every 
modern legislator, there was tbe collective 
temptation to make party profit out of the 
reform movement in this city. Hence the ob­
stinate opposition to the seventy's charter; the 
best recommendation of which is, perhaps, 
that party devotees on either side are bitterly 
dissatisfied wilh it. But tbe influence of the 
bettered broader-minded men ot both pat ties, 
who regard the welfare of the city above the 
mousing schemes of tho politicians on either 
side, has been felt at Albany too strongly to 
permit the needed reform to be made a pretext 
for imposing on the city a partisan charter. 
Probably the passage of the seventy's charter 
Is in effect a medium resultant of the opposite 
parly forces, in which the majority naturally 
get the best of if, although not so much as the 
extreme portion have contended for. Tbe 
democratic partisans, pure and simple, espec­
ially those about tbe eity ball and depart­
ments, are of course indignant at the passage 
ot tbe charter, and inconsolable but for the re­
maining hope of a veto or a judicial nullifica­
tion of tbe act. It is lmprobablo that a charter 
framed by the ablest ot* our publicists 
and the fairest representation' of what is best 
In both parties will be found to contain grounds 
for interference by governor or judges. The 
conviction is general here that the tharter is 
to become a law, and that tbe election to be 
held under it in May will be a vital epoch iu 
the history of tbb great olty. There is muoh 
reason to hope that the reform movement ia 

1 stronger and purer in this city than in tbe 

other—Albany. The oountry members are at 
what seems to them a comparatively Bafe dis­
tance from tbe evils that threaten or already 
oppiess tbe metropolis. Their personal and 
party interests, therefore, more easily keep a 
normal ascendency over public considerations 
in this case. Good citizens here feel very 
hopeful of a restoration ot a tolerably honest 
rule, as politics go, at the new election. Great 
efforts will be made by the good men of both 
parties united in the reform movement, to car­
ry the city with a non-partisan ticket. The 
most thorough organization that five weeks 
admit of will be effected in every ward and 
district. The very fact that so large a pro­
portion of the business men have so long neg­
lected politics will be favorable to reform, for 
the present. This class of oitizens, now awak­
ened to tho political dangers and tbe moral 
enormities of the party system, will go into 
I ho election many thousands strong, and re­
markably independent of party prejudices, and 
insensiblo to party cries, prepared to act re­
solutely and unitedly for the single object ot 
having the public business honestly done. 

At Albany the aspect of things is very dif­
ferent. Between party and pocket, tbe public 
seems to be neatly forgotten. The railroad and 
money power is still omnipotent as ever, and 
people here have generally settled into the con­
viction that the full of .Tweed has left matters 
substantially unchanged, except by the intro­
duction of confusion. The monstrous conces­
sions made lo Yanderbilt with obsequious 
alacrity, almost without criticism, entirely 
without amendment, arc a scandal second to 
none that were associated with the rule of 
Tweed. Yanderbilt has had nothing to do 
but iustruct his engineers to put his plans in 
shape, aud his lawyers to embody them in 
bills for the legislature to sanction. If, on the 
contrary, the legislature had exercised the 
small independence and discretion to stipulate 
for some advautage aud protection to the pub­
lic interest jn connection with tho vast privi­
leges sought, the railroad king and his planB 
might have beeu actually made useful to the 
city. If the legislature had amended his bill 
so as to authorize him to build a tunnel rail­
road from the City Hall to the Harlem rail­
road tunnel at Yorkville, joining grades there­
with, and bringing all the tracks of the 
Harlem into tbe Grand Central depot 
by the tunnel only, two great and 
troublesome problems would have beeu 
happily solved at once, to tho satisfaction and 
advantage of all; Vanderbilt not excepted, so 
far as the fcuiiafaetiuii of his reasonable wishes 
was concerned. The Fourth avenue people 
would have, been satisfied; lower Fourth 
avenue would have been saved to tbe city as 
an unobstructed thoroughfare, and upper 
Fourth avenue, as it is now, would have re­
mained u viaduct for railway purposes; the 
Grand Central depot would have its founda­
tions simply deepened aud its pavement low­
ered to the bed of the tunnel, and passengers 
would diiccad to and ascend from the cars by 
stairs at that station, the same as at all others 
below Yotkville. Proper requirements in the 
lull would*, also provide lor a local double 
truck and quarter-hourly trains at least from 
Harlem river to the City Hall, stopping at all 
stations, and making the trip in twenty min­
utes, that now wa3tcs an hour and a half by 
horee cars; aud, iu flue, the whole question of 
rapid transit for the east side of the city 
would have received a prompt and beneficent 
solution, oven if the enormous charge of ten 
cents for all distances had been allowed. But 
there seems to have -i>eeu nobody to say a 
word for the public at Albany, and no thought 
but to bow without questioning to the will of 
the autocrat I If anybody bad retained a 
faith in humau nature hitherto, it seems as if 
it must have been exchanged for a faith in to­
tal depravity, since last week. 

The impeachment of Barnard and Cardozo, 
having strong aid from party motives, it is 
thought, must go through under the pressure 
of the Bar Association aud the overwhelming 
mass of evidence that has beeu rolled up 
against thorn at last On tbe other hand, the 
corruption of the judicial office by vesting in 
judges tho appointment of the commissioners 
of public safety (health, lire, police, «fcc.,)— 
a commission of vaster political and pecuniary 
influence than auy other government depart­
ment ever created—would be disastrous in the 
extreme, if it were only a well-meant blunder 
iu political philosophy. But when it is a delib­
erate party expedient, for the sole object of 
avoiding the alternatives of appointment by 
the governor or election by the people, because 
in both cases the choice would be favorable to 
the opposite party, the measure is lamentable 
and even shocking to all who have any sense 
of the vital importance of judicial honor and 
purity to the very existence ot society. The 
excuse is that Judges Sedgwick and Curtis 
can ba trusted, and so they ean. We shall 
undoubtedly receive at their hands a good and 
able commission, whose administration will 
probably be as great a blessing to the city as 
the origiual administration of the metropoli­
tan police onco was. But it will half ruin the 
offioiai position arid usefulness of the judges, 
with all sorts of imputations, and Bang over 
them the most terrible moral risks in whatever 
may prove unfortunate in the result of their 
appointments; while its bad effects as a prece­
dent and as a popular leason relative to the 
judicial office can never be measured. The 
consolation of hoping that it will not prove the 
initiation of a series of like intrusions of polit-
icalfunctions into tbe sacred sphere of justice, 
cannot be rationally indulged. 

The attempted impeachment of the manage­
ment of the Brooklyn bridge by tho Brooklyn 
reform committee .of fifty, does not seem to 
fair-minded people here very successful. That 
reform committee, though from both parties, 
is hardly ot tbe high and impartial nature and 
origin of the New York committee of seventy. 
More of local and party politics entered iato 
its moving causes, and seem to operate in its 
movements. Not, that I know of, In any im­
proper sense: the objects and work of the 
committeo hive been identified at least with 
the interests of political reform in Brooklyn 
and its composition is of high character; but 
the attack on the New York Bridge Company 
by innuendo and suggestion without evidence^ 
in the report of its sub-committee on that sub­
ject, would seem to be an instance of indite 
ereet and somewhat one-sided zeal The 
general appearance of the accounts indicates 
that the two or three -millions so far ex­
pended on the work have been expended 
honestly and judiciously; as indeed, 
under the eye of engineers like Roeb~ 

ling and Martin,. whose professional 
character ia more than money to them, it could 
hardly fail to be. The only point made by 
the Investigation was that Mr. W. C. Kingsley, 
had received f 125.000 for six years' unremit­
ting labors of the most delicate, important and 
influential kind which the incipiem-y of great 
works like this devolves upon men of wealth 
and public consideration: an amount which 
no well informed person will consider large, 
in view of the nature of the services. It is al­
so developed that the act of incorporation, per­
mission of congress, &c, cost out of Mr. Kings-
ley's pocket (and into the Albany pocket, 
mostly) some 9250,000! The ferry and other 
interests, he says, fought hard, and had to be 
met by the usual weapons. This was no more 
than a painful, a shameful, instance of what is 
notoriously the universal rule for all measures 
with money in them or with money against 
them. What shall be done with this rule of 
corruption that is eating out the vitals of the 
commonwealth? It is certain that whatever 
we may resolve and devise and reform, noth­
ing can really be done until at least the door 
shall be opened to proof of bribery by permit­
ting the giver of bribes to legislators, <fcc, to 
testify with impunity. 

BRANCH. 

W H O W I L L B E NOMINATED AT CIN­
CINNATI 7 

The Washington correspondent of the Chi­
cago Tribum says: 

Who shall be nominated a*. Cincinnati, lor 
president, h the great question of the hour. 
I report the following expression of opiniQn 
from a man who has, perhaps, done as much 
as any one in the country to liberalize and 
nationalize the republican party,-Colonel 
William M. Grosvenor, chairman of tho Mis-, 
souri liberal republican state committee, which 
elected Gratz Brown governor: 

u There are four men," said Colonel Gros­
venor, " over whom public opinion is hover­
ing, aud it seems probable that ono ot tbe 
four will be nominated at Cincinnati. If it 
is necessary to conciliate democrats like 
Hendricks, Seymour, English, etc., they 
would probably prefer Justice Davis. This 
choice is rather queer lor the democratic 
party, because Judge Davis was always a 
whig; but they appear to like ILO man, and 
from all that I hear, favor him more than 
any other person. If it be necessary to at­
tach to the Cincinnati movement a very 
large portion of the intellectual and reputable 
republican vote, which might otherwise hesi­
tate about relinquishing the candidate ot the 
Philadelphia convention, Lyman Trumbull 
would be a wise nominee; for throughout 
New Eftgland, and amongst thinking men in 
Illinois,and even in tbe far south, he is re­
garded as a man -gifted unusually to be presi­
dent of a large nation, for his firmness of pur­
pose, love ot justice, belief in peace, and 
large catholic character. Yery nearly the 
same qualifications which Trumbull possesses 
are cbargable to Charles Francis Adams, 
whose name, character and services ate not 
exceeded by those of any man now in the 
public eye. If, however, tbjs campaign is to 
bo an aggressive one, aud you want to put a 
man on the stnmp who will show himself to tbe 
people, and make a series of brilliant speeches, 
such as shall spread enthusiasm all over this 
land. Gratz Brown is stronger than any of tbe 
three. I have no choice," concluded ColOuel 
Grosvenor, ''between these menj but,' like 
every other man who goes to Cincinnati, will 
go there taking our spirit after the name of 
tbe movement, aud bo indeed liberal republi­
cans, and accept the nominee." 

VICS PRESIDENCY NA.MES/ 
The choice tor vice president at Cincinnati 

will be, of course, very wide, because the 
great majority of the intelligence and reputa­
tion of the republican party is in this move­
ment. Amongst the names which have been 
prominently mentioned are John A. Logan, 
of Illinois; Andrew G. Curtin, of Pennsyl­
vania; Gilbert Walker, of Virginia; Horace 
Greeley, of New York. Mr. Curtin was for 
two terms governor of Pennsylvania, and an 
efficient war administrator. He is a handsome 
man, with genial manners, fine humor and 
anecdote, vigor and popularity on the stump, 
and he has, for seveial years, led a large sec­
tion ot the liberal republican party in Penn­
sylvania. He has been withdrawn from our 
politics for several yeats. and was shelved by 
Simon Cameron at St. Petersburg, so as to get 
him out ot the way. Curtin it about 6ix feet 
high, with a square head, fine forehead, blue 
eyes, aud very considerable pnblto capacity. 
His father was an Irishman, born in the county 
Clare, who removed to France during the 
French revolution, and there fell under tbe 
dislike of tbe red republicans and fled to 
America. He settled in the Bald Eagle val­
ley, and became a flourishing manufacturer, 
and his sons and nephews continue to operate 
the same furnaces which he established. An 
incentivo to nominate Governor Curtin would 
be his influence in Pennsylvania, where he, 
undoubtedly, would poll the majority of the 
republican vote. 

Horace Greeley has led a long, vigorous 
and quaint career in this country, and has, 
probably, more persoual following than any 
man in it. I know that in* the south, particu­
larly, he is very popular, both with tbe late 
rebels and with the better portion of the col­
ored people. Throughout the west and New 
England, also, and particularly in New York 
state, be is personalty known to tens of thou­
sand of people, and the appearance of his 
name upon the Cincinnati ticket would win 
from Philadelphia perhaps more votes than 
that of any other republican. Since this lib­
eral movement began, be has ventured 
as much as Any man in it; for I believe 
thai, hi the New York Tribune, he is neither 
tbe largest stockholder, nor do his shares 
amount to above one-fifth of the gross repre­
sentation in that journal. Yet tbe New York 
Tribune is never abler than when in aggressive 
politics, and it has to-day thrice tbe respect 
that it held when Chevy Sly me, who is now 
stuttering for Grant wherever he can find a 
column open, was abusing Lyman Trumbull 
for voting against the impeachment, and read­
ing people out ot the party with supercilious 
juvenile contumely. 

• i ^ 

FOUB MONTHS IN THE ICE. 
A Winter Experience on Lake Huron . 

Tbe Port Huron Commercial contains the 
followiog interesting account: 

After a tour months' battle with the elements, 
drifting about on lake Huron, buffeted by ice 
almost as rudely and continuously as though 
she were sailing upon an Arctic sea; after ad­
ventures and experiences wild enough and 
strange enough to furnish tbe materials foi a 
romance, the schooner Goble. with her faithful 
little crew of two men, drifted down the lake 
before a favoring breeae, and abont noon on 
Friday hove to just " outside," with her tat 
tered old flag living gallantly from the mast­
head, and lay there waiting for a tow with as 
much apparent unconcern as though she had 
only just arrived from Chicago after an ordi­
nary voyage. The tug Martin, whfob bad 
been cut out of tbe ice In Blank River in Jan­
uary, with the hope that she would be able to 
do something for the relief of the castaway—a 
hope that was long deferred—was soon at her 
side, aa4 within a short time tbe weather-
beaten craft was lying at adock in this city, 
out of harm's way, and only requiring a mod­
erate amount of repairing to make her ready 
for business. 

The imo mm who eameeeei the crew were 
tbe captain and the mate, and they went with 
the vessel wherever she went, throughout ail 
the winter. Sometimes they would lie quiet­
ly. Hamraed in by the ice* oaly two or three 
miles from the shore, for days at a time, and 
then would come a wind which would break 

up the ice and send it and Ihe vessel drifting 
away, until all piled up somewhere else, tbe 
vessel being prevented from stranding by a 
barrier jot ice which had formed along the 
shore, 'extending into deep water. During 
tbe early part of the imprisonment those on 
the vessel suffered much from cold, their stove 
being broken so they could not build much 
fire: but when the ice formed so that they 
could reach the shore they obtained another 
stove, a good supply of wood and plenty of 
provisions, so they could get along very com­
fortably. 

Their means of communication with tbe 
shore were uncertain and variable. A few 
times only they were able to venture, and with 
a rude hand-sled tfiey would bring back what­
ever articles they obtained. The vessel lay 
most of the time within two or three miles of 
the Canada shore, twenty-two miles from the 
river. 

The ice floating in immense cakes and fields 
about the lake kept them there until a few 
days ago, when it broke awav and the glad 
sailors set sail for tbe river. They arrived 
only in tbe nick of time, for they got here 
about noon on Friday, and a few hours later 
the gale from the west which raged so fiercely 
all day Saturday came on, which, had she been 
exposed to it, would have probably left her a 
wreck on the beach, a victim to the perils she 
had so long escaped. Sbe is a fine staunch 
schooner of about 20,000 bushels capacity, and 
does not look much the worse for wear, 
although it is thought her bottom is consider­
ably damaged. She will go into Fitzgerald's 
dry dock as soon as her cargo of corn is pump­
ed overboard. This corn having laid in the 
hold so long it has become a terribly offensive 
mass of decomposition, the odor from which 
prevades the air for a long distance. Tbe two 
men who remained aboard of her all winter 
were Captain Meyers, who Is half owner of the 
vessel, and a young man named Haiaes. They 
both deserve praise for the courago and per­
severance they displayed, but tbe captain said 
that for two such schooners be would not 
agaiu go through such an experience as that 
of the past four months. 

T H E MARQUIS OF BUTE. 
H i s Marriage w* |h tbe Daughter «f 

Lord H o w a r d 
From th« New York Tribune. 

The marriage of the' Marquis of Bute ban, 
for some time, occupied the attention of tbe 
fashionable world in England. Tbe Marquis, 
whose family name is Stuart, is descended 
from a nobie English house, which was repre­
sented in tbe peerage before Columbus "had 
crossed the Atlantic. He is the only eon of 
the second Marquis and Lady Hastings, 
daughter ot tbe first Marquis of Hastings, and 
succeeded to his father's title and estates 
while an infant. When in bis 11th year his 
mother died, but bis education received the 
most carelul attention from his guardians. 
About four years ago considerable surprise 
was caused by the announcement that he had 
renounced the creed of bis fathers aud joined 
the Roman Catholic church. He adopted this 
course fo unostentatiously that rumors stating 
that he bad returned to his former belief found 
ready credence until formally denied. 

The secession of the marquis had ceased to 
excite comment, when, in May, 1870, Mr. Dis­
raeli's " Lolhair " recalled tbe young peer to 
the public mind. In that work, the veteran 
novelist, it will be recalled, introduced Loth-
air as a young English nobleman ot vast wealth 
and exalted poEition. Left au orphan in his 
infancy, he ia brought up under tbe chargo ol 
two guardians—one a grim Scotch lord, the 
other an English clergyman, who, having 
"gone over to Rome," becamo Cardinal Gran-
dison, and tbe mainstay of the papacy in the 
British Isles. Tbe young peer is introduced 
in the romance just as he is on the eve of his 
majority, and making his entry into society. 
The story is chiefly occupied with the efforts 
of Cardinal Grandison to tempt his ward into 
the church ot Rome, and the efforts of his 
other friends to keep him out. The parallel is 
not, however, carried out to the end, for tbe 
marquis went over, but Lolhair remained be­
hind. 

The alliance of the houses of Norfolk or 
Arundel and Bute, however, singularly con­
firms what could only have been conjecture 
with tbe moralist. One part of the strategy 
of Rome is the introduction ot tbe young mar­
quis to a Catholic family, Lord and Lady St 
Jerome and their daughter, Clare Arundel, 
who nearly effaces the impression of the Lady 
Corisande, his first love, and gets him dream­
ing of the unity of Christendom and planning 
a great cathedral. Tbe conquest would have 
been speedy, so stronly are tbe charms ot Clare 
Arundel seconded by tbe artifices of more ex­
perienced heads. But Theodora is made to 
rescue tbo impressionable youth, who is finally 
won by Lady Corisande. 

Tbe marquis is one of tbe wealthiest peers 
of England. He inherited a princely proper­
ty, and, during bis minority, the accumula­
tions were very great He owns four magnifi­
cent residences: Mount Stuart, romantically 
situated on tbe Island of Bute; Cardiff Castle, 
built in tbe eleventh century, wherein Robert, 
duke of Nwrmandy, died, after being a pris­
oner in it for twenty-eight years; Dumfries 
House, Ayr, and Lodoun Castle, Kilmarnock. 
The Bute docks at Cardiff, entirely his pro­
perty, are 65 acres in area, and cost upward 
of $5,000,000. He also owns most oi tbe Island 
of Bute, and other landed property of great 
extent and value. Tbe title of the Marquis ot 
Bute gives him precedence of all but princes 
and dukes. The family motto is, Avito virel 
honore. "He flourishes in an honorable an­
cestry." It has been arranged that tbe mar­
quis is to repair with his bride immediately 
after the marriage ceremony to Cardiff Castle, 
traveling by a special train from London, Lord 
Howard, whose daughter the marquis has es­
poused, is a member ot tbe Catholio house of 
Norfolk, the Oldest in the peerage of England. 
He is uncle to the present Duke of Norfolk, 
and has been in the British House of Com­
mons. . He is in his 54tb year; and married 
twice, his second marriage taking place one 
year after the death ot his first wife. The 
bride is in her 19th year. 
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in the spring of 1816, when he died 

en the 80th of May, 1820. 
The five teas and the daughter separated in 

1820, aad met for the first time sinoe that year, 
52 years ago, on the 4th lues., at the residence 
of Henry T. Jones, of the Shelby eoatny court, 
a few miles from this eity. Ail six were in 
Memphis yesterday, and had their photograph* 
taken. The whole party, as guests of Judge 
Walker, dined together at lime. Vincent s, 
the happiest convocation, because honored 
wherever known, that has met in Memphis 
during the-ceatury. 

T H E CONDITION OF T H E SOUTH. 
Ueurjr Ward Beschsr u» the Christian Unto. 

It is needless here to trace the political his­
tory of reconstruction, or to apportion the 
blame for its mistakes. It is enough to say 
that ia point of fact the state governments of 
the south have very largely Fallen into the 
hands of ignorant and knavish men. Public 
money has been wasted and stolen by whole­
sale. A proud" and high-spirited popu­
lation have seen their places of trust and hon­
or filled by foreign adventurers aad uneducat­
ed freedmen. The old political readers in 
whom the people had confidence aad who 
alone had experience in the eonduot of affairs, 
have been excluded from office by congress. 
The course of politics has tended to deepen 
the antagonism between the former masters 
and the blacks, and to still farther alienate 
tbe former from the national authority. This 
is a gloomy picture. One feature remains to 
be added. Into this weakened and distracted 
community there has been no infusion of new, 
healthy blood. It was hoped that immigration 
would renovate the south. But there has been 
no immigration, or but little. The old ele­
ments are left to work out their way unassist­
ed. Of the present duty of the nation at lerge 
towards the south we shall here say but a 
word. The best service that can be rendered 
te the southern people politically is to let 
them aloae. Disabilities should be swept away 
at a blow. There should be no more federal 
interfesence with local affairs. Political sal­
vation Tor the south can only come through 
her own people. 

m 
MB. GREELEY TO T H E COLORED 

HEN. 

A NOTED FAMILY. 
Extraordinary Longevity of Its Mean* 

bers-HecUuff After Fifty-two yeawe' 
Beparattoa. 

From the Memphis Appeal. 
No one familiar with the political history of 

the United States for the past forty years, is 
ignorant of tbe personal history and admirable 
personal qualities of George W. Jones, who, 
through an almost ordinary lifetime, repre­
sented the Lincoln district of Tennessee in the 
congress of the United States and in that of 
the confederacy. Tbe history of Mr. Jones' 
family, of whom there are fiv« brothers and * 
sister, is remarkable. 

William D. Jones, the oldest brother, born 
Dec 13, 1799. Resides in Bastrop ceaaty, 
Texas. 

Henry T. Jones, born April 3, 1801. Re­
sides in Shelby county, Tena. 

Martin S. Jones, born May 6,1802. Resides 
in Marshall county, Tenn. 

George W. Jones, born March 15, 180C. Re­
sides in Lincoln county, Tenn. 

Richard M. Jones, born May 22, 1807. Re­
sides in Greene county, MisaouiL 

Mary J. Jones, wile ot George Small, born 
Septltf, 1810. Resides in Shelby county, 
Tennessee. 

Tbe above five brothors and one sister were 
born in King and Queen county, Virginia, 
and are tbe children of James Jones, a native 
of said county of King and Queen, aad Jane 
Slaughter, his wife, who was a native of King 
William county, Virginia. The mother died 
In King and Queen county, Virginia, October 
1, 1810, leaving surviving ber the above named 
six children and one Other daughter, about 
eighteen months old,who died about two years 
after the death of her mother. Since the 
death or their sister there has been no oth«r 
death among this family of children, now near­
ly 12 years ago. James Jones, the father, ie-
moved with his family to Giles couaty, Ten-

The following characteristic letter has found 
its way to print via New Orleans; 
Hon. T. W. Conway. New Orleans: 

Sir:—I have yours ot the 21st lost I think 
colored people will be benefitted by, and should 
sympathize with, the Cincinnati convention, 
because it tends to free them from the odium 
of complicity with the vilianies and robberies 
which have been perpetrated in the abused 
name of republicanism during the past five or 
six years, especially in tbe south. The mon­
strous exaggeration of taxes and debts in most 
of the southern states is tbe fruit of white vil-
lany. The thieves who perpetrated these rob­
beries are now seeking to escape the just pun­
ishment of their crimes i>y bawling lustily, 
"Gra-t," "Grant;" "I'm for Grant;'' "Hurrah 
for Grant." The Cincinnati movement is at 
deadly feud with these robbers and their evil 
deeds. Let tbe honest and upright colored 
men join it then, and thus rid themselves of 
crimes which others only have perpetrated. 

Yours, UOUACE URKKLEY. 

ENGLISH LECTCBIKO CELEBRITIES.—Among 
English authors and literary celebrities Mr. 
Edmund Yates, and Mr. James Anthony 
Froude, the historian, have arranged with the 
American Literary Bureau to visit this coun­
try this year, with a view to delivering lectures 
in the nex.t fall and winter evenings. Mr. 
Froude has a course of five lectures on tho 
ttoubles between England and Ireland, tracing 
their rise, progress and causes, as a historian. 
Mr. Yates proposes to arrive at New Yoik 
about the middle of August, and visit New­
port and other watering places till the close ot 
September, when be will prepare to begin bis 
lecturing tour. He has four lectures: one. 
'• Tbe Princes of the Pen," giving his personal 
reminiscences of Dickens, Thackeray, Jerrold 
and Tennyson; another describes "English 
Society," high and low life, court, city and 
country, London parks and the seaside—illus­
trated by life-sice cartoons by Leech and other 
artists; a third describes u The British Parlia­
ment," and the fourth is a purely literary essay 
on various good authors whoM works are but 
little known. Wilkie Collins writes that he 
would like to visit this country, but is entirely 
" used up" by his literary labors, and must 
postpone his visit one year. He says: 

"There is ao hope of my being able te make 
my appearance in the United States during 
the present year. The year 1871 has been a 
year of severe hard work for me. Engage­
ments which I had hoped to separate by suffi­
cient-interval* of time, claimed fulfilment one 
close on the other. 'Poor Miss Finch,' the 
Christmas story, 'Miss or Mrs. T and my dra­
matic version of »Ta« Woman in White' (play­
ed at tbe Olympic Theatre here), have ail 
come within the compass of one year's work 
The result is that I must have a long rest. 1 
am thoroughly exhausted for tbe present But 
there is this good sign for the future—that I 
have thus far escaped without any renewed 
attack of rheumatic gout. 

"I have to add, ou this hopeful side of the 
question, that I am refusing all tbe proposals 
made to me for writing a new novel, and that 
I am determined, during the whole ot tho 
present year, to undertake only such literary 
work as will not fatigue me. All that rest and 
freedom from literary responsibility can do to 
fit me physically for a visit to America they 
shall do. • * • I am seriously bent on 
doing all that I can to traiu myself successful­
ly for a visit to the United States. • # • I 
must be stronger than I am now before I take 
the serious responsibility of meeting my Amer­
ican readers in puolic" 

In corresponding wilh Mr. Charles Reade it 
is found that his Ideas of remuneration are 
founded upon the exceptional popularity and 
success ot Charles Dickens in this country. 
To meet such ideas by any adequate offer is 
Impracticable. 

A Coajraa i» Poax.—The Cincinnati Oa-
tttU says lhat a sy adioate of pork Bookers has 
been formed, with a capital offe6u,A00. to buy 
a p all the aitysfweked moss pork, aad thereby 
aot only squeeae the shorts, but at the same 
time give she market aa impetus which will 
enhaaee the value oi all other artioles ot tbe 
product of the hog. This syndicate have 
bought about 40,000 barrels of city mess pork, 
snd claim to have assured all, or about all, in 
the market They eosameneod purchasing at 
$11 60 per barrel, and have paid as high as 
$14, seller Juae. the short seUess now claim 
that lor " city mess pork." pork pocked in any 
city is a good delivery, or that they can de­
liver pork equal ia quality, weight, otc., if 
they pat thotr own brands oa it, makiag it 
•• city branded.'' The easmsor of commerce 
rules, however, ace very explicit on this 
subject The discussion between the two oon-
teadiag partiea waxes hot The amount at 
stake is Urge, and it is probable that before 
the matter is settled the arbitration oomsnittee 
ot the chamber of commerce will have to pas* 
upon tbe question atkisuo, and it is not • im­
probable that an appeal will be made to the 
conrls by one or the othor ol the forties in in­
terest 
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A TIDAL WAVE m ILLINOIS POLITICS.—It is 
evident that an admialstration mass-meetiog 
will have to be held right away in Chicago, or 
else the whole republican population of tbe 
state will be committing lueli to the Cincin­
nati movement. Our Springfield correspon­
dent gives the names of several prominent and 
influential public men. including the larger 

Eart of the state administration of Illinois,wbo 
ave signified their sympathy with the move­

ment. The most of these have expressed 
themselves sinoe aa opportunity was afforded 
them /or aigning tbe response to the Cincinnati 
c*Jl, and hence their names axe additional to 
those found appended to that response. There 
seems to be a tidal wave sweeping over tbe 
won. which no old woman's broom of a packed 
convention's resolution is adequate to stay.— 
Chicago Tribune. 
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